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99-123 April 28, 1999 
For Immediate Release: 
EIU FOOD COURT ANOTHER STEP CLOSER WITH MENU SELECTION 
CHARLESTON --Although plans for Eastern Illinois University's new Food Court 
are far from finalized, organizers are one step further along in the process with their 
recent selection of food service concepts. 
Following months of study and research, the Food Court Task Force has chosen 
the following as the concepts they believe should be offered to university students, staff 
and visitors when the new facility opens: 
• Chick-fil-A: Grilled and fried chicken sandwiches, chicken nuggets, waffle fries, 
fresh-squeezed lemonade and chargrilled chicken garden salad. 
• Coffee/Bakery/Yogurt (TCBY): regular and specialty coffees, espresso, muffins 
and other baked goods, yogurt, ice cream, smoothies and milk shakes. 
• Charleston Grill: Charbroiled gourmet burgers, brats, hot dogs, etc. (made to 
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order), plus a variety of salads for either dining in or carrying out. 
• Subway: Made-to-order submarine sandwich shop. 
• Rotation Station: Items offered at this station will change on a regular basis. 
The Rotation Station is intended to include items from some of Charleston's 
dining establishments, as well as the university's dining services, on a rotating 
basis. 
According to Bill Schnackel, director of University Housing and Dining Services, 
tentative plans include offering Chick-fil-A and TCBY at a temporary location as early as 
August 1999, with the remaining options coming on line when the new Food Court 
actually opens. That opening is scheduled for the spring semester of 2001. 
Both TCBY and Subway will be operated by local business people, Schnackel 
added, while the Chick-fil-A, the Charleston Grill and the Rotation Station will be 
operated by the university. He noted that local businesses will receive information on 
how they may participate in the Rotation Station once final details are developed. 
"Part of the Rotation Station concept is built on the premise that local restaurant 
owners will be afforded the opportunity to have a presence on campus," he said. 'They 
will be notified as to how that can take place." 
In November 1996, Eastern students approved a $50-per-semester fee increase 
for 20 years to pay for various campus improvements, including the creation of a food 
court. Subsequently, the Cornyn Fasano Group, a food service consulting firm from 
Portland, Ore., was retained to assist with the planning. 
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"Cornyn Fasano has spent many hours studying our campus and meeting with 
our students in order to determine their needs and desires," said Lou Hencken, vice 
president for student affairs. "With their assistance, we believe we're well on our way to 
a quality Food Court that will meet the needs of the university community and 
complements our dining centers. 
"In addition, we believe we have achieved our second goal of establishing a 
Food Court that retains university control and affords an opportunity for local business 
participation. That was very important to us," he added. 
Hencken and Schnackel, along with other members of the Food Court Task 
Force-- Joyce Fasano of Cornyn Fasano Group; Shirley Stewart, associate vice 
president for student affairs and director of Career Services; Jody Horn, director of 
Panther Dining; and EIU students Steve Zielinski and Victoria Markley-- will continue to 
meet until Food Court plans are finalized. Tentative plans call for a variety of seating 
options being made available adjacent to the main food serving area which will be 
located on the ground level between the two wings of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union. 
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